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Dear Students,

I would l�ke to welcome you to the Engl�sh Language Center (ELC), Koç Un�vers�ty
Engl�sh preparatory program, wh�ch a�ms to prov�de you w�th the support you may
need as you step �nto the academ�c l�fe, start�ng a new per�od of your learn�ng
process – probably the most mean�ngful one.

In Koç Un�vers�ty, where the med�um of �nstruct�on �s Engl�sh, the ab�l�ty to use the
language appropr�ately and express oneself effect�vely are the most �mportant
competenc�es that w�ll help our students ach�eve the�r goals and succeed �n the�r
academ�c and soc�al l�fe. To th�s end, the ELC program adopts a hol�st�c and
�ntegrated approach to teach�ng and learn�ng the target language. In our program,
des�gned tak�ng �nto cons�derat�on the fact that each learner br�ngs var�ous �nd�v�dual
d�fferences, exper�ence and knowledge �nto the learn�ng env�ronment, students learn
how to obta�n �nformat�on on a w�de range of academ�c subjects by us�ng l�sten�ng
and read�ng resources selected accord�ng to the�r level and how to use th�s
�nformat�on to convey �deas �n wr�tten and oral forms. Learn�ng act�v�t�es are planned
to �nclude general ab�l�t�es as well as the 21st century sk�lls students w�ll need
throughout the�r l�fe. ELC students learn to commun�cate effect�vely by act�vely
produc�ng and shar�ng and prepare for the�r faculty l�fe �n a pos�t�ve language
learn�ng env�ronment where there �s cont�nuous support and scaffold�ng. 

Be�ng aware of the fact that learn�ng �s a l�felong process, we, as an exper�enced
team, are ready to accompany you �n th�s exc�t�ng journey wh�le you grow by
embrac�ng challenges and tak�ng full respons�b�l�ty for your own learn�ng process. 
I bel�eve you, as young adults, w�ll do your best to add value to l�fe as �nd�v�duals 
who commun�cate effect�vely, process �nformat�on eff�c�ently, and are respectful 
and sens�t�ve to themselves and the�r env�ronment.

Best w�shes,
Berna Arslan
ELC D�rector

ELC D�rector



ELC program �s a semester-based program.

There are 4 levels (In each level, there �s one ma�n course): 

Students’ progress �s based on the�r ach�evement �n a course. (At the end of a
semester, overall course grade determ�nes whether students move up to the
next level or stay �n the same level.)

The requ�rement to take the KUEPE: Intermed�ate overall course grade: 80 out
of 100 and Upper-�ntermed�ate overall course grade: 65 out of 100 (�.e., to be �n
B1+ / B2 levels, respect�vely.)

Curr�culum object�ves are des�gned �n l�ne w�th the Common European
Framework for Languages (CEFR). Students’ levels and progress are mon�tored
closely. 

Integrated sk�lls approach �s adopted �n lessons to better reflect the language
learn�ng processes �n a fore�gn language env�ronment.  

Standards and mechan�sms have been establ�shed to ensure �ntegr�ty and
cons�stency w�th�n and across the levels.  

            Fall: 14 weeks
            Spr�ng: 14 weeks
            Summer: 6-7 weeks

            Foundat�on
            Pre-�ntermed�ate
            Intermed�ate
            Upper-�ntermed�ate

In Koç Un�vers�ty, where the med�um of �nstruct�on �s Engl�sh, the ab�l�ty to use the
language appropr�ately and express oneself effect�vely are the most �mportant
competenc�es that w�ll help our students ach�eve the�r goals and succeed �n the�r
academ�c and soc�al l�fe. To th�s end, the ELC program adopts a hol�st�c and
�ntegrated approach to teach�ng and learn�ng the target language. In our program,
des�gned tak�ng �nto cons�derat�on the fact that each learner br�ngs var�ous �nd�v�dual
d�fferences, exper�ence and knowledge �nto the learn�ng env�ronment, students learn
how to obta�n �nformat�on on a w�de range of academ�c subjects by us�ng l�sten�ng
and read�ng resources selected accord�ng to the�r level and how to use th�s
�nformat�on to convey �deas �n wr�tten and oral forms. Learn�ng act�v�t�es are planned
to �nclude general ab�l�t�es as well as the 21st century sk�lls students w�ll need
throughout the�r l�fe. ELC students learn to commun�cate effect�vely by act�vely
produc�ng and shar�ng and prepare for the�r faculty l�fe �n a pos�t�ve language
learn�ng env�ronment, where there �s cont�nuous support and scaffold�ng. 

2022-2023 PROGRAM
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    It �s a learn�ng-focused program where learn�ng act�v�t�es are pr�or�t�zed over
assessment. Most of the hours �n a semester are allocated to learn�ng-or�ented
lessons rather than assessment processes. 

    Exams and assessment components a�m to prov�de format�ve and summat�ve
�nformat�on about students’ learn�ng progress. 

    In th�s ach�evement-or�ented program, where hard work and mot�vat�on are
rewarded, pass�ng a course and mov�ng up to another level enables us to track
students’ progress. 

    Students can get �nd�v�dual�zed support by attend�ng compulsory tutor�als as
well as from the �nstructors �n the�r off�ce hours.

    Students who fa�l to complete the program �n one year cont�nue the�r
educat�on �n the ELC at the level they left at the end of the f�rst year. Students
who have not rece�ved any �nstruct�on �n the ELC program �n the�r f�rst year but
want to attend classes �n the�r second academ�c year take the placement exam
aga�n and are placed �n an appropr�ate level.
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NOTES:

ELC courses

If a course �s taken aga�n, the level object�ves w�ll be the same, but books,
mater�als, and exams w�ll be d�fferent. 
Students’ success determ�nes the�r progress�on �n the program.
Students start�ng at any level can complete the program w�th�n one academ�c
year (by the end of the summer semester) �f they meet the program complet�on
requ�rements. 

Course codes (depend�ng on whether the course �s taken for the f�rst t�me/repeated
or the semester)
I (f�rst t�me/Fall); II (repeat/Spr�ng); III (Summer) 
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Program Complet�on and Prof�c�ency Exam (KUEPE)
Requ�rements for ELC Students

F�rst Year Students (Fall, Spr�ng and Summer Semesters)

Second Year Students (Fall and Spr�ng Semesters)

To complete the Engl�sh Preparatory Program, students are requ�red to pass the
KUEPE.

In order for students to be el�g�ble to take the KUEPE, they must have the requ�red
overall course grade from the spec�f�ed courses (Intermed�ate: 80 / Upper-
�ntermed�ate: 65) dur�ng the semester.

As students who do not ach�eve a pass�ng score w�ll not have completed the
program, they w�ll have to enroll �n the course they need to take and complete the
program. (Students who take the KUEPE w�th Intermed�ate 80 overall course grade
and fa�l w�ll enroll �n the Upper-�ntermed�ate course; students who take the KUEPE
w�th Upper-�ntermed�ate 65 overall course grade and fa�l w�ll take the Upper-
�ntermed�ate course aga�n.)

Students who have completed two academ�c years �n the ELC Program can take the
KUEPE exams adm�n�stered by the t�me they are d�sm�ssed from un�vers�ty. They do
not have to meet the overall course grade requ�rements to take these KUEPE exams.
These students may also subm�t outs�de exam scores. The requ�rements for
accepted outs�de exam scores for ELC promot�on and test centers also apply to
outs�de exams taken after the complet�on of two years �n the ELC. Second year
students can study �n the ELC �n the summer semester but are not requ�red to do so. 

To take KUEPE or to subm�t outs�de exam scores, students have to complete the
Intermed�ate (B1+) level w�th an overall course grade of 80 or Upper-
�ntermed�ate (B2) level w�th an overall course grade of 65.

To take KUEPE students need to complete the�r current level w�th an overall
course grade of 65. If students subm�t a val�d outs�de exam score obta�ned from
an accepted test center, they w�ll be exempt from the ELC Program w�thout
hav�ng to meet any overall course grade requ�rements. 
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*Per the latest �nstruct�on letter for Fore�gn Language Exam Equ�valenc�es �ssued by
the Center for Select�on and Placement of Studen order for students to be el�g�ble to
take the KUEPE, they must have the requ�red overall course grade from the
spec�f�ed courses (Intermed�ate: 80 / Upper-�ntermed�ate: 65) dur�ng the semester.

TUTORIALS 
Tutor�als are a part of the course requ�rements and students are expected to attend
them regularly. Deta�led �nformat�on about the�r schedules and content w�ll be
shared by the �nstructors. 

OFFICE HOURS
Off�ce hours are offered by each �nstructor to prov�de further one-on-one support to
students. Off�ce hours are appo�ntment-based so �t �s essent�al that students contact
the�r �nstructors �f they want to meet them dur�ng the�r off�ce hours. 

ELC SELF-STUDY GUIDE
There are self-study resources ava�lable for students to support and gu�de them. At
the beg�nn�ng of the semester, students are �nformed and enrolled �n the course
where these resources are offered.

EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY
ELC ut�l�zes var�ous educat�on technolog�es wh�ch may be accessed v�a Blackboard
(ku.blackboard.com).

ORIENTATION 
Or�entat�on sess�ons are held to �ntroduce the ma�n aspects of the ELC rules and
regulat�ons at the beg�nn�ng of an academ�c year. Students are expected to attend
them. 

COURSE INFORMATION 
All the relevant �nformat�on, �nclud�ng course requ�rements, can be found �n the
course syllabus prov�ded by the �nstructors at the beg�nn�ng of a semester. 

PROGRAM EVALUATION
To �mprove the program to better meet the needs of all stakeholders, feedback �s
gathered regularly from students through surveys and meet�ngs. In th�s way, we
encourage students to take part �n the dec�s�on-mak�ng processes. 

RULES & REGULATIONS
The �nformat�on about rules and regulat�ons regard�ng attendance, makeup pol�cy,
and class expectat�ons can be found �n the course syllabus prov�ded by the
�nstructors at the beg�nn�ng of a semester. 

CODE OF CONDUCT
Commun�cat�on appropr�ate for profess�onal and academ�c env�ronment 
should be used �n all ema�ls and class �nteract�on. 

Some behav�or cons�dered �nappropr�ate �n an academ�c env�ronment can 
be seen below. Please read the Student Code of Conduct document 
carefully for more deta�led �nformat�on. 7

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapdd.ku.edu.tr%2Fen%2Facademic-policies%2Fstudent-code-of-conduct%2F&data=02%7C01%7CBEARSLAN%40ku.edu.tr%7C805db004a6fd4fede76108d867a260f3%7C2ae2e2458e8d4036856fbf6abd255644%7C0%7C0%7C637373294407317783&sdata=TjlrJp2FiIECaaRRxJSf16QetKkMyPvl4iLkhbJARXQ%3D&reserved=0
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Cheat�ng

Plag�ar�sm

Mult�ple Subm�ss�ons

Collus�on and Impersonat�ng

Fabr�cat�on

Fac�l�tat�ng Academ�c D�shonesty

Academ�c D�shonesty
Academ�c d�shonesty �ncludes and �s not l�m�ted to cheat�ng, plag�ar�sm, mult�ple
subm�ss�ons, and collus�on, the def�n�t�ons of wh�ch are stated below:

Cheat�ng �ncludes, but �s not l�m�ted to, copy�ng from a classmate or prov�d�ng
answers or �nformat�on, e�ther wr�tten or oral to others, �n an exam�nat�on or �n the
preparat�on of mater�al subject to academ�c evaluat�on.

 Plag�ar�sm �s borrow�ng or us�ng someone else’s wr�t�ng or �deas w�thout g�v�ng
wr�tten acknowledgement to the author. Th�s �ncludes copy�ng from a fellow
student’s paper or from a text or �nternet s�te w�thout properly c�t�ng the source.

Mult�ple subm�ss�on �ncludes resubm�ss�on of the same work prev�ously used �n
another course or project, w�thout the perm�ss�on of the �nstructor for both courses.

Collus�on �s gett�ng unauthor�zed help from another person such as hav�ng someone
else wr�te one’s ass�gnment or hav�ng someone else take an exam w�th false
�dent�f�cat�on. Impersonat�ng a student �n an exam�nat�on �s also cons�dered a grave
act of d�shonesty.

Fabr�cat�on �ncludes, but �s not l�m�ted to, fals�f�cat�on or �nvent�on of any
�nformat�on or c�tat�on �n an academ�c exerc�se.

Fac�l�tat�ng academ�c d�shonesty �ncludes, but �s not l�m�ted to, know�ngly help�ng
another student comm�t an act of academ�c m�sconduct (e.g., cheat�ng, fabr�cat�on,
plag�ar�sm, mult�ple subm�ss�ons).

SPEAKING TURKISH 
At the ELC all the students are expected to speak Engl�sh dur�ng class hours. S�nce
Koç Un�vers�ty �s an Engl�sh-med�um un�vers�ty, students are expected to
commun�cate w�th the�r teachers and the�r classmates �n Engl�sh. Only under some
c�rcumstances, as expla�ned to you by your �nstructor, and w�th the �nstructor’s
consent, may the students speak Turk�sh �n the classroom or dur�ng off�ce hours. 

REQUEST FOR CLASS CHANGE 
Students who are adm�tted to Koç Un�vers�ty are placed �n appropr�ate levels and
classes accord�ng to the results of the Placement Exam. Once classes have been set
up, requests for a class change may be rejected by the ELC Adm�n�strat�on. 

MEDICAL REPORTS 
Please refer to the follow�ng l�nk for the deta�ls regard�ng the health report
procedures.
https://reg�strar.ku.edu.tr/en/procedures/health-report/
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